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NOT MY FAULT
THEY DIDN'T BUILD
YOUR SHIP WITH ENOUGH
EMERGENCY SPACESUITS,
CAPTAIN JACKS. COMPUTER,
COMMUNICATION
STATUS.

THAT'LL DO. SEND A MESSAGE
TO THE CARPATHIA. T'M
ORDERING HER HERE,
MAXIMUM WARP.

I NEED ANOTHER
OLYMPIC-CLASS
SHIP.




RIGHT NOW WE'RE
THE ONLY THREE
PEOPLE--

--FOUR
PEOPLE--

THREE PEOPLE IN
THE UNIVERSE WITH ACCESS
TO THE MIDAS FLESH. YOU'RE
OUR PRISONER, SLUGGO. YOU
DON'T COUNT. YOU BELONG
IN THE TOILET.

AND THAT MEANS THAT RIGHT
NOW--AND ONLY RIGHT NOW--IS
THE ONE CHANCE WE WILL EVER
GET TO TAKE CONTROL OF THIS
WEAPON. ALL OF IT.

HELLO?/ T
AGREE WITH YOU,
JOEY! YOU'RE NOT
EVEN LISTENING
TO WHAT I'M
SAYING!

WE AGREE THAT WE NEED TO
RECOVER MIDAS, OKAY? AND
QUICKLY. IT'S TOO DANGEROUS TO
LET HIM FALL INTO FEDERATION
HANDS. I'M WITH YOU ON
THIS, DUDE.

RIGHT.
ALRIGHT, SO WE'RE
AGREED. COOPER, I
WANT YOU TO--

BUT
IT'S TOO
DANGEROUS
TO LETIT
FALL INTO
OUR HANDS
EITHER!

DON'T YOU SEE WHAT THIS FLESH IS2 IT'S A WAY TO DESTROY CIVILIZATIONS
BY ACCIDENT, JOEY. WE SET DOWN ON A PLANET AND, I DON'T KNOW, A
POWER FAILURE IN OUR STASIS GENERATORS MEANS AN UNSTOPPABLE,
INSTANTANEOUS GLOBAL CATASTROPHE! YOU TRIP WHILE CARRYING IT
AND ENTIRE CIVILIZATIONS GET DESTROYED, YO!

THAT'S
NOT GONNA

1
HAPPEN// yOUu

CAN'T
SAY THAT/
YOU DON'T
KNOW
THAT/

IT'S NOT GONNA HAPPEN BECAUSE THE
FEDERATION WILL RECOVER THE FLESH
BEFORE THIS LITTLE TERRORIST
GROUP CAN.




HEY, UM...YOU GUYS REALIZE T CAN
HEAR WHAT YOU'RE SAYING, RIGHT?
WE, UH--WE STILL ALL AGREED THAT
I PICK UP MIDAS'S BODY? TI'VE
ALMOST GOT THE BLOOD
TAKEN CARE OF.

ALRIGHT... OPTION ONE: WE
TAKE THE BODY AND
USEIT TO DESTROY
THE FEDERATION, LIKE
WE PLANNED. I GUESS
WE DROP IT ON THEIR
HOMEWORLD?

SOUNDS REASONABLE,
ASSUMING WE CAN MAKE IT
THERE. IT'S A MILITARIZED

PLANET, SUPER WELL-DEFENDED,

| BUT THAT IS WHAT WE PLANNED
TO DO INITIALLY. AND T'LL
REMIND YOU IT'S NOTHING

THEY DIDN'T DO TO
ME FIRST.

I MEAN, THAT DOES
SOLVE THE PROBLEM.
NOTHING COMES OUT
OF ABLACK HOLE. BUT

HOW DO WE GO ABOUT

DESTROYING THE
FEDERATION SOME
OTHER WAY?

AHEAD, COOPER.
BRIDGE OUT.

NO, LEAVE THE
CHANNEL OPEN/ I WANT
COOPER'S INPUT ON THIS
TOO. COOPER, TELL ME
WHAT YOU THINK OF
THESE TWO OPTIONS,

THANK YOU,
COOPER.

OKAY, OKAY,
OPTION TWO:
WE TAKE THE BODY
AND DESTROY IT AND
AND COME UP WITH
SOME OTHER WAY,
SOME SAFER WAY,
TO DESTROY THE
FEDERATION.

BECAUSE ONCE
WE LOSE CONTROL OF
THE FLESH, IT'S LOST FOR
GOOD. WE RATIONALLY  F
AGREE THIS WEAPON IS TOO
POWERFUL TO LET ANYONE
USE, INCLUDING US, SO
WE THROW IT INTO A
BLACK HOLE.

I DON'T KNOW
COOPER, WE THINK
OF A WAY. BECAUSE | ...YEAH ACTUALLY ON THAT
IF WE DON'T AND THIS | SUBJECT I'D LOVE TO HAVE A
FLESH GETS OUT OF OUR | CONVERSATION ABOUT RISK

CONTROL, IT'S OVER. SOMETIME SOON?

FOR EVERYONE. YOU KNOW,

WE AN RISK { BEFORE ONE WRONG

: MOVE TURNS ME INTO
THE MOST AWESOME-
LOOKING GOLD
STATUE EVER?




FATTY, T GET WHAT YOU'RE SAYING. I DO.
| WE USE THIS FLESH AND IT'S LIKE AN ATOM
BOMB, EXCEPT THAT AFTERWARDS ANYONE
WE USE IT AGAINST WHO SURVIVES CAN
JUST PICK IT UP AND THROW IT
RIGHT BACK AT US.

OR AT
SOMEONE ELSE.
OR THEY CAN CUT IT
IN HALF TO MAKE TWO
EQUALLY-POWERFUL
BOMBS TO SELL.
SO YOU AGREE
WITH ME.

I.I
AGREE TO
COMPROMISE.

WE USE THE FLESH ONCE,
FATTY. JUST ONCE. WE
DESTROY THE FEDERATION
HOMEWORLD, HIT THEM
HARD ENOUGH THAT THE
RESISTANCE HAS A
CHANCE.

AND THEN
WE SHOVE MIDAS
IN A BLACK HOLE AND
WE TELL NO ONE.
LET THE FEDERATION
THINK WE STILL HAVE

A WHILE, YOU
KNOW?

THAT. NO MIDAS
ON THE SURFACE

THE FIRST TIME IN
THOUSANDS OF
YEARS...

...NO. T DON'T LIKE IT. ALL THE
RISK OF THIS FLESH GETTING
OUT--IT'S STILL THERE. IT'S
STILL WAY TOO RISKY. ONE
MISTAKE AND WE--

I'M NOT
ASKING YOU
TO LIKEIT,

FATIMA.

I'M
TELLING YOU
TO FOLLOW MY
ORDERS.

..THIS PLANET IS SAFE
TOSTANDON. _ -

LISTEN, I CAN'T
HEAR ANYTHING BUT THE
CHANNEL'S STILL OPEN SO
I ASSUME YOU'RE HUGGING
IT OUT AND WE'RE ALL
FRIENDS AGAIN?




...GOOD. GOOD, WELL, GLAD TO HEAR IT.
OKAY, SO, WE'RE READY DOWN THERE. MIDAS
IS ATTACHED AS SECURELY AS WE CAN WITHOUT
ACTUALLY TOUCHING HIM, AND T RECOVERED

HIS BLOOD, POURED IT INTO A METAL VIAL

THAT'S NOW GOLD, AND PUT THAT

IN STASIS.
ALSO, I'VE
GOT ASOLID
GOLD FUNNEL
IF ANYBODY
WANTS IT.

FATIMA, SET A
COURSE UP
THROUGH THE
SATELLITE
LAYER, AND
THEN CURVE
US SLOWLY
AWAY FROM
THE PLANET.
WE DON'T
WANT MIDAS
TO HIT US
WHEN WE
TURN.

THE FEDERATION

MAXIMUM
WARP TOWARDS

HOMEWORLD.
PUNCH IT.




SO WHEN L
§ WE GET THERE,
WHAT'S THE

PLAN? | DEFENSES. IF WE'RE LUCKY,
& - A WE CAN JUST CUT THE ROPE

AND SEND MIDAS FLYING,
CLEAN UP AFTERWARDS. BUT

WE'LL PROBABLY HAVE TO

SHOOT OUR WAY IN.

WE DO HAVE
THAT ONE FINGER

THE REST OF THE
BODY.

YEAH.
I'VE BEEN
THINKING ABOUT

I'M CONCERNED
/ ABOUT SLICING THAT
ONE FINGER UP: SMALLER
PIECES ARE GONNA BE
HARDER TO RECOVER.
MAYBE WE SHOULD TAKE
SOME OTHER FINGERS
OFF INSTEAD, YOU
KNOW?




ANYWAY, THAT
WOULD GIVE US A
COUPLE OF GOOD
SHOTS, AND IF WE
USE THEM WELL--

_- J




AUTOPILOT'S
GOT THIS FOR THE
NEXT WHILE. ANYONE
MIND IF T CATCH A
QUICK NAP?

THANKS
COOPER. I'LL BE
BACK IN AN HOUR
OR SO. UM--SO

SEE YOU THEN.

YEP/
THAT'S THE
THING WE JUST
DECIDED!

i

NAW, FATTY,
FEEL FREE. WE
SHOULD ALL BE AT
OUR BEST WHEN WE
GET THERE. COOPER,
WHY DON'T YOU
TAKE A NAP TOO?

UM, T DUNNO
IF LEAVING SLUGGO HERE
WITH JUST ONE PERSON IS
THE GREATEST IDEA.

YOU KNOW
WHAT? SHE'S
RIGHT. YOU GO,
I'LL TAKE THE
NEXT SHIFT.




SUPER

COOL JETPACK

FOR ZERO-G
MOVEMENT THAT
I TOTALLY NEVER

GET TO USE:

NO
TURNING
BACK
NOW.

FINGER: CHECK.

VIAL OF BLOOD:
= CHECK.BODY TIED
UP BEHIND THE SHIP:
CHECK. SPACESUIT:

CHECK.

ALRIGHT.
HERE GOES
EVERYTHING,




NOW.
NOWNOWNOW.
NOW, SLUGGO.

DANGIT } | .
DANG IT/ A




I GAVEHIM A
SMOOTH DROP OUT
OF WARP, NOT THIS

RIDICULOUS--

COME ON,
COME ON--




OFF YOU
GO, KING
MIDAS!

COMPUTER,
WHY'S GRAVITY
OFF?

AW YES!!
YOU'LL GET
YOUR FINGER
AND BODY JUICE
TOO IN JUST
ONE SECOND,
DUDE!/

REST IN
PIECES!

g COMPUTER,
EMERGENCY FILL.

OPEN THE
AIRLOCK.




SLUGGO? Y \

HEY, BY THE e MIDAS
WAY, T THINK I'VE '\ WHAT THE-- § 0 BELONGS TO THE
IMPROVED ON R\ WHAT FEDERATION,

YOUR PLAN A A\ ARE YOU FATIMA.

LITTLE! DOING??

YOU WERE RIGHT:
I AM THAT GOOD KID
YOU REMEMBER FROM
SCHOOL. AND WHEN A
GOOD KID FINDS A
WEAPON LIKE THIS HE
DOESN'T BURY IT AGAIN.
HE GIVES IT TO THE
AUTHORITIES.

MY PEOPLE ARE MORE
RESISTANT TO ELECTRICITY
THAN MOST, DID YOU
KNOW THAT? ENOUGH TO
EASILY WITHSTAND AN
ELECTRIFIED BRIDGE
FOR LONGER THAN
COOPER OR JOEY
EVER COULD.

COME ON, I'M NOT A MONSTER.
THEY'RE NOT DEAD. BUT THEY'RE
GONNA STAY KNOCKED OUT
FOR A WHILE.

PLENTY OF TIME
FOR ME TO TAKE THIS
SHIP OUT OF WARP, SIGNAL
OUR POSITION TO THE
GENERAL, AND WAIT FOR
RESCUE. OH, AND TO DISABLE
THE GRAVITY GENERATORS.
MORE OF AN EQUAL PLAYING
FIELD FOR ME IN ZERO G,
DON'T YOU THINK?




FATIMA, WHY
ARE YOU DOING
THIS? WHY ARE
YOU EVEN WITH
THESE PEOPLE?

THESE
PEOPLE ARE T~
MY FRIENDS. L= FRIENDS DESTROY
SLUGGO. \ - | WORLDS, ENSLAVE

~ =\ WHOLE PLANETS/
YOUR

FRIENDS ARE

TERRORISTS.

THE FEDERATION :
ONLY GOES TO WAR WHEN
EVERY PEACEFUL OPTION
HAS BEEN EXHAUSTED! AND

IF PLANETS GOT DESTROYED
IT WAS FOR THE GREATER
GOOD--THE GREATER
PEACE, FATIMA.

APEACE, I
MIGHT ADD, YOU'VE
COME VERY CLOSE TO
DESTABILIZING. FOR
YOUR OWN SELFISH
REASONS, JUST LIKE
ALWAYS.




ANYWAY, T
DIDN'T COME
HERE TO FIGHT

YOU. I CAME HERE
TO RECOVER THE
REST OF THE
FLESH. SO I THINK
WE SHOULD
PROBABLY STOP
FIGHTING NOW,
OKAY?

OH/ T ALSO TOOK
THE OPPORTUNITY TO
FAMILIARIZE MYSELF WITH
YOUR SYSTEMS. JUST A
HEADS UP ON THAT.

I'M SORRY
YOU WERE ON
THE WRONG SIDE
OF HISTORY ON
THIS ONE,
FATTY.

YOU ARE, SLUGGO.
THAT'S TWICE YOU'VE E
LIED TO ME IN ONE
\ DAY.

AND IT'S

| NOT GONNA
HAPPEN
AGAIN/




WELL,
WOULDN'T YOU
KNOW IT, THERE'S MY
| RIDE. SO T’LL TAKE THE

REST OF MIDAS AND .

BE ON MY WAY NOW,
FATTY. IT WAS FUN
CATCHING UP.

HELLO!
I CAN PRESS

| BUTTONS AS FAST

AS YOU CAN,
FATIMA/!

WARNING: ENTERING
DEPRESSURIZED
AREA.




YOU SURE
AS HELL PICKED
THE WRONG DAY TO
ELECTROCUTE ME,
SLUGGO.




SLUGGO
TO GENERAL:
PROCEEDING TO
CARPATHIA
AIRLOCK
SEVEN.

ONE MORE
THING, JOEY. T KNOW
THIS'LL HAPPEN INSTANTLY,
BUT I WANT YOU TO KNOW
WHAT HAPPENED, SO THIS IS ME
TELLING YOU THAT WHEN T PRESS
THIS BUTTON THE STASIS FIELD
ON YOUR MIDAS PIECES WILL
FAIL AND YOUR WHOLE
SHIP WILL BE TURNED
TO GOLD.

GOODBYE,

ALRIGHT,
YOU KNOW
WHAT? T
CHANGED MY
MIND. I'M
ourt.

ACKNOWLEDGED. RETRIEVAL
MISSION'S ALREADY UNDERWAY,
SO SECURE THE PROSPECT.

GOOD
TO HAVE YouU
BACK, SOLDIER.

YOU COOPER. YOU W

AND YOUR INSANE &=
REDUNDANT
SYSTEMS.




YOU REALIZE T
CAN STILL HEAR YOU,
RIGHT? AND YOU REALIZE
THAT SHUTTING DOWN
STASIS FIELDS IS ACTUALLY
HARDER THAN JUST
CAUSING AIR JETS TO
OVERRIDE, RIGHT?

SLUGGO,
PLEASE/

N
FRIG
WAY

(@]
G

IN'

ESM. CARPm,,

YOU WANNA
SEE HOW EASILY T
CAN BLOW THINGS
RIGHT INTO YOUR

CEILING??

GOODBYE
AGAIN, JOEY.







THE SHIP SHOULD'VE BEEN GOLD BY NOW,
GENERAL. I'M NOT SURE HOW THEY'VE
SURVIVED, BUT IF THEY HAVE CONTROL OVER
SOME SMALL AMOUNTS OF MIDAS, SIR, THEN
THEY MUST REMAIN A CLEAR AND PRESENT
DANGER TO THIS SHIP.

NO WORRIES,
PILOT. THEY CAN
KEEP THEIR PINKIE
FOR NOW. I'VE
GOT B/G PLANS
FOR THE BODY
WE'VE RECOVERED.
THAT TAKES
PRIORITY.

AND I'D
HATE TO BE
LATE TO MY
OWN PARTY.
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